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others and to gallop in with those we had taken upon onr own army.    Prudent as this step was, it proved fatal to our gallant leader; for hardly had we begun our retreat when the i                             gunners and their officers, emerging from below the ammu-
nition wagons which had protected them from our swords, loaded with canister the two guns which we had not been able to carry off, and sent a hail of missiles into our backs. ,                                  You can imagine that thirty troopers, six guns harnessed
'                             each to six horses and driven by three drivers, marching in
loose order, presents a wide surface, so nearly every missile told. We had two sergeants and several troopers killed or wounded, and one or two of the drivers; several horses, also, were disabled—so much so that the greater number of the teams were thrown into disorder and could get no farther. Pertelay, with the most perfect coolness, gave orders to cut the traces of the killed and disabled horses, to replace the ,                   killed and wounded drivers by hussars, and to go forward as
|J     \                             fast as we could; but the few minutes which we lost in carrying
|f                                  out this order had been utilised by the commander of the
Austrian battery.    He let us have a second volley of canister, which caused us fresh losses; but our blood was up and we were ;                             resolved not to abandon the six guns which we had captured;
1                             we again succeeded in patching everything up as well as we
I                             could and in resuming our march.    We were almost touching
|                             the French line, and were beyond the range of canister, when
our enemy changed his projectile and sent two round-shots at /                             us, one of which broke poor Pertelay's back.
<.                                  Meanwhile, our attack on the Austrian battery and its
!                             result had been perceived by the French army and the
generals ordered the lines to advance.   The enemy recoiled, \                             which allowed the remains of our detachment to return to
f(                             the ground where our poor comrades had fallen.    Nearly a
;                             third of the number had been killed or wounded.    At the
I                            beginning of the action there had been five non-commissioned
officers; three had perished; there remained only the elder j                             Pertelay and myself.    He, poor fellow, had been wounded,
\                             and was in still greater pain of mind than of body, for he
adored his brother; and we also keenly regretted him.    While
I knowairs.    As the sequel showed, he
